




Dr. Renita Weems, assistantprofessor in Hebrew Bible at
VanderbiltDivinity School in Nashville, TN, was the
Commencement speaker.
On May 13, 1995, 64 students received Master’s and Doctor
of Ministry degrees at the 36th Commencement Exercises, and
another 44 received the Certificate in Theology. Of the 64
graduating seniors, 55 received the Master of Divinity; two, the
Master of Arts in Church Music; two, the Master of Divinity and the
Master ofArts in Christian Education; two, the Master ofDivinity and
Master of Arts in Church Music; and three, the Doctor of Ministry.
Three honorary degrees were also awarded to: Jacqueline Burton,
program director of religion, the Lilly Endowment, Inc.; the Rev.
Benjamin Brooks, pastor of Southminster Presbyterian Church in
Phoenix, AZ; and one of ITC’s own administrative deans, the Rev.
Oliver Haney, dean of Charles H. Mason Seminary, our Church of
God in Christ constituent. This year’s Commencement speaker was
Dr. RenitaWeems, assistant professor of Hebrew Bible at Vanderbilt
University Divinity School in Nashville, TN and an ordained elder in
the AME Church. Dr. Weems presented a thought-provoking and
challenging message to the graduates on “Ministering When the
Bush Stops Burning.”
Turner Seminary Dean DanielJacobs hoodsMaster ofDivinity
degree recipient Theodore Valcourt.
Class of1995
ITC’s own dean, the Rev. OliverJ. Haney (second left), was awarded an
honoraryDoctor ofDivinity degree. He is congratulated by: (l-r) President
James H. Costen;Dr. Calvin S. Morris, vicepresidentforAcademic
Services/Academic Dean; Dr. Cornelius Henderson, dean, Gammon
TheologicalSeminary; Dr. David Wallace, dean, Johnson C. Smith Seminary;
Dr. William T. Perkins, dean, Morehouse School ofReligion; andDr. Thomas
Brown, dean, Phillips School ofTheology.
Dr. Costen (front row right) poses with: (front l-r) Dean Oliver Haney, Ms
JacquelineBurton andRev. Benjamin Brooks; (back l-r) Commencement speaker
Dr. Renita Weems andMorehouse SchoolofReligionDean, Dr. William Perkins.
The Lantern
President’s Message
We have come to
the end of another school
year, and by all accounts,
are moving along in a
positive, progressive
manner. 1994-95 was a
banner year in many
respects. Our enrollment
reached 437; the faculty
now numbers 24 full¬





senting every area of our
curriculum; we have a balanced budget of $6 million and an
increased endowment of $7.5 million. The school has a much-
improved image, internally and externally.
It is our endowment that presents us with both our greatest
challenge and our greatest opportunity. Endowments represent
one of the three main sources of our financial support:
endowments, tuition and fees, gifts and grants. While growing,
our endowment does not currently supply sufficient income to
guarantee the increased annual funds to operate a world-class
theological seminary.
We have just made contact with a major foundation and
have the prospect of receiving a matching grant of $1 million.
This grant is contingent on our raising an additional $1.5 million,
thus, our challenge. It is here that we need your help, now.
From our Alumni, trustees, and friends, we are seeking to raise
$500,000 before the end of 1995.
If you are a pastor, won’t you consider having an ITC Day in
your church on Sunday, October 1,1995. My experience has been
that a well promoted offering of this magnitude captures the
imagination of the congregants and they tend to give rather
generously. They will really stretch if the offering is personalized
as being a gift to “our pastor’s seminary,” especially if you lead
off with a significant gift.
If you are a previous donor or a friend of the institution,
won’t you give your prayerful consideration to a gift of at least
$100. Furthermore, sharing this unusual opportunity with one or
more of your friends might also pique their interest.
With your enthusiastic support, I hope to report to you next
Spring that we met the challenge and our endowment has grown
by $2.5 million, and that we have $150,000 additional annual
income. Then, we can afford more financial aid for our students,
greater library holdings, adequate faculty and staff salaries,
regular building maintenance, and acquisition of updated
technological equipment. We are relying on you to help us
achieve these goals. There is no feeling quite like success.
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News & Notes from OIA
WhatHappens When You Die?
Various faiths might answer this question in a number of different ways. The legal system looks at it only one way: “You can’t take
it with you.” So, the state would like to have a part of what you have left behind. Only you can determine what the governments (state
and national) will get, if anything.
If you die without awill you can depend on your government to require your earthly goods to be divided among family members in
a prescribed manner. It will also take certain taxes and cause expenses to come from your estate first. You may or may not approve,
but itwill be too late.
If you die with a will, you will determine how your estate will be divided. You can provide for your spouse, children, and favored
charities as you wish and you may, in the process, preserve all of your estate for them and avoid any taxation.
Without a will, the government decides.
With a will, you decide.
Which way would you rather have it?
For information, without obligation, on how to plan your estate through a valid wiU, write Ken Merwin in the Office of
InstitutionalAdvancement at ITC.
Necrology About Our Own
Bishop Joseph Bethea, a member of the ITC Board of Trustees,
died at his home of a heart attack on March 12. He was buried March
16 at Shandon United Methodist Church in Columbia, SC. Bishop
Bethea was elected chairman of the Board of Trustees of Gammon
Seminary in May 1994, and became a member of ITC’s Board that
same year. He was South Carolina’s first Black United Methodist
bishop since the merger of the Black and White conferences in 1972.
EvangelistJuanita D. McNear, a 1995 graduate of the Extension
Education Program, died on June 16 and was funeralized on June
19 at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church in Decatur, GA. Evangelist
McNear was instrumental in getting the United Auto Workers Union
of General Motors (UAW/GM) to provide direct reimbursement to
students for studies at ITC. Previously, tuition benefits for
continuing education were only provided to employees taking
technical subjects. Because of Evangelist McNear’s tenacity and
pioneering spirit, scores of others who follow will now benefit
from her extraordinary efforts. At the request of her family, her
ITC cap and gown were interred with her.
Rev. John D. Usher, Jr., also a 1995 graduate of the Extension
Education Program, received his Certificate in Theology on May 13.
Rev. Usher died on June 8 and was funeralized June 13 at New
Beginning Full Gospel Baptist Church in Decatur, GA. Even though
his health was rapidly declining, he was determined to make his
dream of receiving the Certificate in Theology come true. His last
two courses were completed through correspondence, approved
by the program director, Dr. Marvin Morgan. When Rev. Usher
walked across the stage to receive his Certificate at
Commencement, he was applauded by his peers who realized how




Johnson C. Smith Seminary celebrated its 128th Founders’
Day March 20-21. Its theme was “Ties That Bind Kindred Spirits:
African and African-American Partnerships.” During the
celebration, Dr. Darius Swann received the Distinguished Alumnus
Award and Lonnie J. Oliver, 74, was the chapel speaker.
At its annual Alumni meeting the following officers were
elected:
Richard Dozier, ‘67 -President
Sharon Edwards - VicePresident
GeorgiaWilson, 73 - Secretary
FlorettaWatkins, ‘93 - Treasurer
Camell Hampton, ‘65 - FinancialSecretary/Trustee
Dr. Melva W. Costen, Helmar Emil Nielsen Professor of Music
and Worship, was the Commencement speaker at Columbia
Theological Seminary on May 21. She also spent the week of April
26-30 in Belfast, Ireland at the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches’ (WARC) Consultation on “The Renewal of Worship in
the Reformed Churches.”
Dr. Mark Ellingsen’s book, A Common Sense Theology? The
Bible, Faith, and American Society, has been published by
Mercer University Press.
Rev. Kenneth Henry received tenure as associate professor of
Church History effective July 1.
Ms. Erica Jenkins, a double degree senior and a Gammon
student, served as a volunteer in Rwanda with the Volunteers for
Africa Mission of the Board of Global Ministries of the United
Methodist Church.
Rev. Hattie Johnson, former administrative assistant to
Johnson C. Smith Seminary, has been elected president of the
Georgia Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs and will be their
keynote speaker at the 74th anniversary and 38th biennial
convention to be held in Jackson, MS on August 6.
The Reverend Carolyn Ann Knight joins the faculty of ITC on
July 1 as assistant professor of Homiletics. Rev. Knight comes to
ITC from Union Theological Seminary in New York City where she
was assistant professor of Preaching.
Dr. Carolyn McCrary will be on sabbatical from August 1995
through March 1996. She will be teaching a course at St. Paul’s
United Theological College in Limuru, Kenya. Dr. McCrary will
also be doing research on “Black Women Primary Parents: A
Comparative Analysis of Women as Primary Parents Among the
Gikuyu of Kenya, East Africa and African American Women Living
in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.”
Dr. Rosetta Ross, assistant professor of Ethics, received the
Ph.D. degree from Emory University on May 8.
Dr. Anne S. Wimberly has been appointed as a member of the
Board of Directors of the National Center of Aging, Religion and
Spirituality (CARS), headquartered at Luther Theological





1994-95 Honor Roll of Donors
The following listing represents all who
have made gifts to ITC between July l,
1994 andJune 30,1995for all purposes.
A sincere “Thank You!" is extended to
each one.
If errors or omissions are noted, please
advise the Office of Institutional
Advancement so that corrections can be
made andappropriate recognition given.















Atlanta Committee for the Olympic
Games
Atlanta Foundation






















F. M. Bird, Jr.
Mary H. Bird




























Mr. &Mrs. Joe L. Cates
Chase Manhattan Bank, N.A.
Central United Methodist Church
Cardez Chapman
Christian Fellowship Baptist Church
Davis W. Clark
Lawrence J. Clark






Continuing Education & Extension
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James H. Dew, Jr.



















































John D. Hamilton, Jr.
W. T. Handy
Marsha Snulligan Haney































J & L Maintenance
Charles H. Jackson
Jonathan Jackson
Dr. & Mrs. Mance C. Jackson, Jr.
Willie J. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Jacob













Joyful Sound Presbyterian Church
Robert L. Judkins


























John D. Macleod, Jr.
Temba Mafico
George A. Manning
Dr. & Mrs. Clinton Marsh
Benjamin J. Martin
Charles H. Mason Seminary
Patricia Mason
Dora R. Mbuwayesango





























Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Montgomery
C. D. Moody Construction Co.
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Moore, Sr.
Jacqueline W. Moore
Elizabeth Morehouse
Morehouse School of Religion
H. H. Morgan







William M. Murray, M.D.
National ITC Alumni Association
NationsBank














Dr. & Mrs. William T. Perkins
Addie N. Peterson
Jimelvia A. Pettiford
William J. Petty, Jr.
Pew Charitable Trusts
Normal Phillips
Phillips School of Theology
Harry A. Pfiffner
Robert E. Pittman
W.I.H. & Lula E. Pitts Foundation
James K. Porter






















George W. Sadler, Jr.
St. James Presbyterian Church
James W. Sanders, Jr.






































Dr. & Mrs. Ndugu T’Ofori-Atta
Phyllis M. Townsend
Joseph E. Troutman
Trust Company of Georgia Foundation
Stevenson Tullis
Turner Theological Seminary













































Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Montgomery
Margie Beguin-Nuveen
The Benjamin E. Mays Circle
Unrestricted gifts of $2,500-$4,999
James H. Costen
Dr. & Mrs. Ndugu T’Ofori-Atta
L. Neil Williams
Asa G. Yancey, Sr.
President’s Circle
Unrestricted gifts of $l,000-$2,499













Dr. & Mrs. Mance C. Jackson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Jacob
Charles King
Emmanuel McCall
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Merwin
Dr. & Mrs. Harold E. Moore
Calvin S. Morris
J. Herbert Nelson
















David & Claudette Copeland
Ann Cramer
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Dash




Mr. and Mrs. George Goodwin
W. T. Handy
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Jacobs, Sr.
H. Wayne Merritt
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Morgan
Rev. & Mrs. Calvin 0. Pressley





Green and White Circle















Mr. & Mrs. Joe L. Cates









Mr. & Mrs. William L. Gibbs
Carole L. Goodspeed
Mr. & Mrs. George Goodwin
Dwight Graves
John D. Hamilton, Jr.
Marsha Snulligan Haney


















Dr. & Mrs. Clinton Marsh
Patricia Mason
Merbert L. McClain

















George W. Sadler, Jr.
























A special thanks goes to the following
individuals whose unrestricted
contributions to ITC during the fiscal year
(July l, 1994 through June 30, 1995) have
qualified them for inclusion in the newly-
formedDonor Recognition Categories.
This listing acknowledges unrestricted
gifts to theAnnual Fund, Alumni Fund,
Internal Campaign, and the Trustee
Special Campaign.
TheHarry V. Richardson Society
Unrestricted gifts of $5,000 or more
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^ Alumni Notes %
Danny Alexander (‘83, GTS) was appointed pastor of Clifton United
Methodist Church (Atlanta, GA).
Cheryl Battice (‘90, GTS) has been appointed associate pastor of Cascade
United Methodist Church (Atlanta, GA).
Charles Blake (‘65, CHM) pastor of West Angeles Church of God in Christ
(Los Angeles, CA), was featured in the June 1995 issue of Black Enterprise in
an article entitled “The Pulpit and the Pentium.” The article discussed how
the church uses technology to save dollars and souls.
Celestine Boston (‘95, GTS) was ordained a deacon at the North Georgia
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church on June 14. She is
associate pastor of Hoosier United Methodist Church (Atlanta, GA).
John Brooks (‘93, GTS) was appointed as pastor of St. Paul United
Methodist Church (Pensacola, FL).
Ella F. Busby (‘90, JCS) is enrolled in a D.Min. program at Columbia
Seminary (Decatur, GA) and is the organizing pastor of New Harvest
Presbyterian Church (Florence, SC).
Karl M. Clark (‘95, GTS) was appointed pastor of Hartzell United
Methodist Church (New Orleans, LA).
Marcus Dixon (‘87, GTS) was appointed pastor of Fort Street UMC (Atlanta,
GA).
Pinapue K. Early (‘94, GTS) is the new store manager of the
Cokesbury/ITC Bookstore.
James Fincher (‘93, GTS) was ordained an elder in the North Georgia
Conference of the United Methodist Church. He is associate pastor of Central
UMC (Atlanta, GA).
Michael Flanigan (‘93, GTS) was ordained an elder in the North Georgia
Conference of the United Methodist Church and appointed senior pastor of
County Line UMC (Atlanta, GA).
Melody Goodwin (‘85, CHM) was promoted to Lieutenant Commander in the
U.S. Navy and was honored with a promotion ceremony on March 3, 1995 at
the Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay (Kings Bay, GA) where she is currently
serving. Melody is one of 60 female chaplains out of 1,100.
Wimbley Hale, Jr. (70, GTS) was named district superintendent for the
Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford District of the United Methodist Church. His
appointment marks the first time the conference has had two African-
American superintendents since the full merger of the former Georgia
(African-American) Conference and the former North Georgia Conference. A
ceremony was held on June 15 installing Wimbley and three other new
superintendents.
Michael Heard (‘90, CHM) recently completed a missionary assignment in
Zimbabwe as an agriculturist and part-time pastor. His involvement included
supervising and managing a small poultry farm (Kingaroy Poultry) at the
mission station in Harare.
Charlene Hendricks-Stewart (‘94, MSR) is founder and pastor of Solid
Rock Missionary Baptist Church (Charlotte, NC).
Macie King (‘87, GTS) was appointed pastor of Union Chapel UMC Church
(Marietta, GA).
George La Sure (‘94, TTS) was selected a Fellow in the National Fellowship
Program for Black Pastors by the Congress of National Black Churches.
Additionally, his poem “Stand Up on Your Feet” was certified as a semi¬
finalist in the 1995 North American Open Poetry Contest.
HenryJ. Lyons (‘68, MSR), serves as a trustee for FloridaMemorial College.
William Meanes (‘93, JCS) is founder and pastor of New Visions Ministries
(Columbus, GA).
Anna Miller (‘91, GTS) will be in training as a facilitator for congregational
development in South Carolina. She has been assigned to the Brookgreen
Charge where she will serve as pastor of St. James, Brown’s Chapel and
Heaven’s Gate United Methodist Churches. She is also coordinator for the
African American ClergyWomen of South Carolina which will host its second
annual retreat July 23-26. Carolyn McCrary, (77, TTS), and Katie G.
Cannon, (74, JCS), will serve as facilitators during the retreat.
Michael Robinson (93, JCS) was ordained and installed as pastor of
Love’s Chapel Presbyterian Church (Belmont, NC) on June 11.
Minnie Robinson (95, GTS) was appointed pastor of Mallalieu UMC (East
Point, GA).
Irving Simon (93,JCS) is pastor of Berea Presbyterian Church (St. Louis, MO).
Abraham Smith (‘82, MSR), assistant professor of New Testament and
Christian Origins at Boston University School of Theology, recently had his
book Comfort OneAnother-Reconstructing the Rhetoric andAudience of
1 Thessalonians published by Westminster/ John Knox Press. The book
examines the exegetical and hermeneutical possibilities of analyzing the
entire letter of 1 Thessalonians as a letter of consolation.
At the North Georgia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, held
June 12-16, Edith D. Thomas (76 and ‘87, GST) was elected a reserve
delegate to both the 1996 General Conference & Jurisdictional Conference.
The week-long balloting elected 12 laypersons, 12 clergy, and five reserve
delegates.
Aubrey Thompson (‘87, GTS) was appointed pastor of Bethlehem UMC
(Atlanta, GA).
George Tyler (‘80, TTS) and his wife, Mattie, will celebrate their 25th
wedding anniversary on August 8.
Grace Washington (93, GTS) was ordained an elder on June 14 during
the North Georgia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. She is
senior pastor of Flat Shoals UMC (Decatur, GA).
Lisa Jones Williams (95, GTS) was ordained a deacon on June 14 during the
North Georgia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church and was
appointed to St. Andrews UMC (Augusta, GA) as senior pastor.
Richard Winn (76, GTS), former pastor of Hoosier United Methodist
Church (Atlanta), has been appointed pastor of Warren United Methodist
Church (Atlanta).
Richard Yancey (93, TTS) was ordained an elder on May 27 at the 121st
Session of the North Georgia Annual Conference of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. On June 3, he was appointed pastor of the Greater Bethel
AME Church (Statesboro, GA).
Bridgett Young (94, GTS) was appointed associate pastor of Mt. Bethel
UMC (Marietta, GA). This was a cross-racial appointment.
1995 Alumni Reunion (May 11-13)
The following persons are
members of the 1996 Alumni Reunion
Committee: Queen E. Kirby, ‘6l;
James A. Wilborn, Sr., ‘6l; Betty
Walker Pace, ‘66; John H. Corbitt, ‘66; Alumni reunionparticipantspausefor agroupphotograph.
ITC was buzzing with activity during the Alumni Reunion as
Alumni from as far as California, Massachusetts and New York and
from as far back as I960 and 1965 gathered on the campus.
Activities began with a dinner where Alumna Sylvia Wilson, ‘90, was
the guest speaker and spoke on the
reunion theme “Mandate in
Theological Education: Meeting the
Challenges of the 21st Century.”
Alumni were spiritually fed when
LeslieWhite, ‘80, preached during the
worship service. Alumni were also
dared to meet the challenges of the
21st century at a luncheon and
banquet where Thomas L. Hoyt, ‘65
and Chestina Mitchell Archibald, ‘85,
were featured speakers, respectively.
James 0. Rich, 71; Antonio Lawrence, 71; Diana McNeil James, 76;
Juanzen K. Deloney, Sr., 76; Mary L. Webster, ‘81; Claude R. James,
‘81; Nicolene A. Durham, ‘86; Grady L. Anderson, ‘86; Anna G. Miller,
‘91; Robert E. Smith, Jr., ‘91.
The Class of I960 is represented by: (l-r) Marion C. Bennett, The Class of 1965 is represented by: (l-r) Thomas L. Scott,
John D. V. Hamilton, andJamesA. Jones. Marjorie Kimbrough, and Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr.
AttentionAllAlumni
If you were enrolled in a post-graduate degree program between 1990
and 1994 or if you are currently enrolled in a post-graduate degree
program, please send the following information to Ms. Paulette Isaac:
Name of the Institution
Degree Received or Pursuing
Year of Graduation
Projected Year of Graduation
Major Concentration
Year of Graduation from ITC
Constituent SeminaryWhile Enrolled at ITC
ITC Alumni Directory
To Be Published
In the past, locating a classmate was often like looking for a
needle in a haystack. That will soon change. ITC has contracted
with Alumni Research, Inc. to produce an ITC Alumni Directory.
All efforts will be made to contact Alumni via phone and mail to
obtain and verify biographical information. The data will be
collected and compiled in a hard-bound library quality volume.
Your cooperation will be sorely needed.
Interdenominational Theological Center
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